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Chronic multidimensional poverty in rural China: based on the census
in 2004 —2017 of three villages in Puding County Guizhou

CHENG Xiao<u' CHEN Zhigang’® ZHANG Li*

(1. Institute of Agricultural Economics and Development Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences Beijing 100081 China;
2. China Academy for Rural Development Zhejiang University Zhejiang Hangzhou 310058  China;
3. International Food Policy Research Institute Beijing 100081 China; 4. Agricultural Information Institute

Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences Beijing 100081 China)

Abstract China’ s targeted poverty alleviation strategy has progressed to reduce deep poverty across the country. Although the
academia has yet to define deep poverty which is under policy discussion researchers do pay attention to the identical concept of
chronic poverty. Studying chronic poverty in rural China will help understand deep poverty and formulate evidence-based poverty
reduction policies. From a multidimensional perspective this paper uses a fiveround (2004 —2017) panel census data from three
administrative villages in Puding County Guizhou Province to analyze the scale distribution and causes of chronic poverty in rural
China. The first step is to use the AF multidimensional poverty measurement method to develop an index to measure the incidence of
chronic multidimensional poverty within four dimensions including health education living conditions and assets. Secondly the
chronic multidimensional poverty index is decomposed to analyze the poverty status in each of the four dimensions. This paper further
conducts an empirical analysis to find the causes of chronic multidimensional poverty in rural China. Major findings are: (D The
incidence of chronic multidimensional poverty is 28.62%  which means that about one-third of households in impoverished rural areas
experienced chronic poverty. (2Poor health is the main aspect of poverty. The overall contribution rate of the health dimension to the
chronic multidimensional poverty index is 31.3% . And the health dimension does not show significant improvement. The performance
of the chronic disease indicator in the health dimension even deteriorated. (3)The lack of labor and the related challenges of elderly care
are important causes of poverty. This paper has the following policy implications: (DIn terms of the targeted poor group more attention
should be paid to deep poverty in non-deep-poverty areas. (@In terms of the dimension of anti-poverty assistance health status of the
deep poor population should be prioritized. (3)About the specific assistance measures it is necessary to tackle the problem of labor
shortage in deep poor families. Specifically the input mechanisms should be expanded besides labor input. Also medical care and
elderly care in rural areas need to be improved and the role of social security in poverty reduction is worth emphasizing.

Key words deep poverty; chronic multidimensional poverty; causes of poverty
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