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How Does the Implementation of the National Demonstration County
Initiative for Rural Vocational and Adult Education Enhance County-Level
Rural Entrepreneurship?

LI Haiyang' QIAN Wenrong?

(1.Faculty of Management and Economics, Kunming University of Science and Technology;
2.China Academy for Rural Development, Zhejiang University)

Summary: Educational development policies have long been considered a crucial factor influencing rural entrepreneurship.
Against the policy backdrop of the policy of national demonstration county for rural vocational and adult education, this study
employs county-level panel data from 2010 to 2023 and utilizes multi-period difference-in-differences (DID) and triple differences
(DDD) models to systematically examine the impact mechanism of the policy of national demonstration county for rural vocational
and adult education on rural entrepreneurship in counties.

The findings reveal that the policy of national demonstration county for rural vocational and adult education enhances rural
entrepreneurship at the county level. This policy achieves its effect of improving county-level rural entrepreneurship by enabling
individuals to engage in entrepreneurial activities through cultivating “specialized” human capital and facilitating the local
application of entrepreneurial skills, allowing them to “leave the fields without leaving the countryside”. The resource allocation
function of the policy-guided environment, the capital conversion function of the economic investment environment, and the
technology diffusion function of the technological innovation environment collectively moderate the effect of the policy
implementation. Furthermore, the policy effectiveness depends not only on the foundational conditions for the integration of
production and education but also heavily on the government’s capacity for leadership and coordinated planning. The policy effects
are particularly significant in the central region and in counties dominated by the secondary industry. Accordingly, this paper
proposes establishing a demonstration and promotion mechanism to strengthen the “agricultural vocational education—rural
entrepreneurship” pathway; constructing a vocational education system featuring integration of production and education , market
orientation, and government guidance; and developing long-term quality assurance mechanisms for agricultural entrepreneurship
tailored to each region’s industrial base and resource endowments.

The marginal contributions of this paper are as follows. First, it expands the research context regarding the external value
perception of the implementation of the policy of the national demonstration county for rural vocational and adult education. Second,
it broadens the discussion on the set of factors influencing rural entrepreneurship. Third, it proposes solutions to address “brain
drain” and “excessive urbanization” from agriculture, and provides a reference for reforming related population mobility and
entrepreneurship support policies.

Keywords: Agricultural Vocational Education; Demonstration County Construction; Rural Entrepreneurship; Integration of
Production and Education
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