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Does Epidemic Prevention Strengthen Trade Barriers
—Based on FDA Import Refusals on Chinese Agricultural

Exports in the Outbreak of COVID-19
MAO Rui JIA Ziyi CHEN Zhigang

Abstract: With a focus on China’ s outbreak period of the COVID-19 pandemic
this paper matched the number of disease cases of each province with the volume of their
agricultural exports by product as well as the U. S. Food and Drug Administration ( FDA)
import refusals on these exports at the monthly basis. The results reveal that importing
countries impose unilateral border controls to prevent the spread of epidemics and such
controls play a significant role in the impacts of the epidemics on China’ s agricultural ex—
ports. FDA” s import refusals on Chinese agricultural exports not only rapidly increase
with the growth of epidemic cases but also concentrate in exports from provinces heavily
affected by the epidemics which highlights the selectiveness of FDA” s refusal decisions.
Meanwhile import refusals reinforce the pressure on agricultural exports caused by the ep—
idemics. Both the increases of import refusals and the subsequent suppression on agricul-
tural exports closely trace the epidemic evolution by region in China. It implies that in or—
der to reduce adverse economic effects of major epidemics it is prudent to monitor and
combat with trade barriers erected by import countries in the name of disease prevention.
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