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The Gender of Children and Parents’ Labor Supply

—Empirical Analysis Based on China Labor — force Dynamics Survey
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( China Academy for Rural Development Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310058 China)

Abstract: This paper uses the 2012,2014 and 2016 China Labor - force Dynamics Survey
( CLDS) to systematically examine the impact of gender differences on the working hours of
Chinese urban and rural parents. With the exogenous sex of the first child” s gender this paper
finds that the birth of a boy will significantly increase the working hours of the parents especial—-
ly for rural parents. Specifically when the child is in the growth stage the son will reduce the
parents’ labor input; when the child is in the compulsory education stage the boy will signifi—
cantly increase the parents’ labor time; when the child is in the marriage and childbirth stage

the son will significantly increase the parent’s labor time; when the child” s family tends to sta—
bilize the influence of the gender of the child on the labor supply of the parents is no longer
significant. At the same time this article uses a quantitative method to verify the synergistic

effect of community education on the gender of children; as well as the evidence of increased
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labor hours due to “helping children buy a house” when the children are in the marriage stage.
Key words: Gender of Children; Labor Supply; Growth Stage; Community Education Status;
Help Children Buy a House
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