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The Long—term Effects of Primary School Mergers in China

Based on the Analysis of the Impact on the Income of Rural Students as Adults
GUO Bingxu, YE Chunhui,CHEN Weiwei,ZHU Haotian

Abstract: The original intention of primary school mergers was to achieve the optimal alloca-
tion of educational resources through the integration of the school layout,but a series of problems
such as increased difficulty in enrolling students appeared during the implementation process. Few
literatures focused on the long—term effect of primary school mergers. This paper uses five—period
panel data from 2005 to 2019 that includes 2000 households to study the impact of primary school
mergers on rural students’ income as adults. The paper uses a multi—period difference—in—differ-
ences method and Propensity Score Maiching to estimate the net effect of the policy and solves the
problem of different sample villages withdrawing schools at different times. The results show that
after controlling for individual and parental characteristics variables and regional characteristics,
primary school mergers will have a significant negative impact on the income levels of affected
students in adulthood,indicating that primary school mergers hinders the long—term development
of rural students. The analysis of the impact mechanism shows that the negative impact of in-
creased commuting distance on the accumulation of human capital is an important cause of the in-
come gap among students. The heterogeneity analysis of the results shows that women , individuals
from underdeveloped townships and low—income families are more negatively affected.

Keywords: Primary school mergers; Income; Propensity score matching; Difference —

in—differences
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