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The Mechanisms behind Consumer Behavior Changes of

Sugar-sweetened Beverage Tax and Policy Implications

LIU Lu',CHEN Zhi-gang’

(1. Institute of Agricultural Economics and Development, Chinese Academy
of Agricultural Sciences, Beijing 100081, China;

2. China Institute of Rural Development,Zhejiang University , Hangzhou 310058 , China )
Abstract : Sugar-sweetened beverage ( SSB) tax could impact consumer behaviors through price and non-price
mechanisms. Price mechanism affects SSB consumption through price changes, relative price changes, or expected
price changes in the future respectively. Non-price mechanism changes SSB consumption by reminding consumers
of the adverse health impact of SSB consumption, guiding individual consumption through social norms, utilizing the
correlation of SSB consumption among peers, and through consumers’ psychological responses respectively. In com-
parison with the price mechanism of SSB tax,the non-price mechanism originates from multiple factors and may
function far before the formal implementation of the tax,which implies that non-price mechanism could be more ef-
fective in reducing SSB demand than price mechanism. Therefore , utilizing media publicity, exerting social norma-
tive effects,and promoting tax system innovation are proposed to effectively reduce SSB demand.

Keyword : Sugar-sweetened Beverage Tax ; Price Mechanism ; Non-price Mechanism
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