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The Mechanism and Countermeasures of
Digital Empowerment to Promote Rural Revitalization

Qin Qiuxia', Guo Hongdong', Zeng Yiwu®
(1. China Academy of Rural Development (CARD), Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058
2. Economics and Management School, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract: There is a huge space for digital empowerment in the development of
agricultural and rural modernization in China. Digital empowerment promotes rural
revitalization, that is, taking the digital technology innovation as the core driving force, and
modern Internet information platform as an important carrier, and through the deep
integration of digital technology and agricultural and rural development, promoting the digital
transformation of rural. However, in the progress of digital empowerment to promote rural
revitalization, China is faced with problems such as weak infrastructure, low application
level, lack of professional talents, and insufficient policy supply. In the future, it is
necessary to further strengthen the construction of rural information facilities, improve
farmers’ information literacy and skills, promote digital professionals to go to the
countryside, and strengthen the introduction of policies and supporting efforts, so as to more
fully release the empowering role of digital technology.

Key words: digital technology; digital empowerment; rural revitalization; digital village
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E-commerce and Smallholder Agricultural Transformation .
The Chinese Experience

Guo Hongdong'?, Bai Junfei’, Liu Yehong'?, Wang Jingjing’, Qu Jiang'*?
(1. China Academy for Rural Development, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058
2. School of Public Affairs, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058
3. College of Economics and Management, China Agricultural University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: The development of e-commerce has greatly boosted the connection between
small farmers in China and the large market. The present study found that e-commerce
enables smallholder farmers to enter the global value chain by reducing their transaction costs
for information, thus facilitating their entry into the market. Logistics and communication
infrastructure, inclusive digital business platforms for smallholder farmers, and a new
generation of farmers are prerequisites for developing rural eccommerce. To develop, rural e
commerce needs an ecosystem suitable for the participation of smallholder farmers, composed
of network operators, government, and service providers. Network operators are the main
force in the development of e-commerce. The government, facilitating e-commerce
development, is responsible for infrastructure construction. Service providers offer a set of
public services. In addition, e-commerce may exclude small farmers who cannot participate in
the digital economy or lack the required skills. Therefore, it is necessary to be alert to the
inequality between regions and between farmers caused by the digital gap.

Key words: rural e-commerce; agri-food system; digital economy; development of small

farmers



