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Abstract; Based on the data from China Health and Retirement Longitudinal Survey, this study ana-

lyzes the impact of heat stress on the cognitive ability of middle-aged and elderly cohorts, who are major

decision makers in social-economic affairs. Therefore, the stability of their cognitive level is crucial. It is

found that heat stress not only has a significantly adverse impact on the cognition of middle-aged and eld-

erly cohorts, but also has a short-term lag effect. In addition, the heterogeneity analysis results show that

middle-aged women in north mid-temperature rural areas are more vulnerable to the heat stress. The evi-

dence on the negative impact of heat stress provides a scientific basis for government to take proactive

measures to mitigate the impact driven by climate change and consequently improve the health of the mid-

dle-aged and elderly.
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