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Does Farmland Transfer Help to Realize
“Raising the Low and Expanding the Middle” Among Farmers?

HUANG Zuhui' ,DU Yu*

(1.China Academy for Rural Development » Zhejiang University s Hangzhou 310058
2.School of Advanced Agricultural Sciences »Peking University Beijing 100087 .China)

Abstract : Improving the income of low-income farmers is key to narrow the income gap and achieve common prosper-
ity in rural areas.Using CFPS2018 data and the ITE model based on RIF and other methods,it is found that: (1)the in-
come-increasing effect of farmland transfer is asymmetric. The income of low-income farmers who transfer out of the land
can increase significantly, but the income of low-income farmers who transfer in the land is not obvious.(2) The income of
low-and middle-income farmers who transfer out of land in the eastern and western regions increase significantly.(3)Farm-
land transfer (especially transfer out) helps to narrow the income gap among farmers and optimize the income distribution
structure of farmers. The empirical results show that farmland transfer is of positive significance to achieve the goal of
“Raising the Low and Expanding the Middle” among farmers.After further discussing the impact mechanism,three policy
implications are put forward.

Key words: farmland transfer;income distribution;raising the low and expanding the middle;IF regression;treatment
effect
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